CURATORIAL STATEMENT (2002)
Tam Mei Yee, Eve

(Quoted from pamphlet of the “Woman Wanted” exhibition organized by the
Hong Kong Heritage Museum.)

Wong Wo-bik

Through the ages, the major developments in art was dominated by men, and
photography is no exception. Early photographic societies excluded female
members. When asked if she encountered any difficulties in a male dominant
photographic circle, Wong Wo-bik replied that in fact there are no differences
between the sexes - what separated them are viewpoints and attitudes, the
same as in all individuals.

Wong Wo-bik took all possible opportunities since the 1980s to photograph
historical buildings and architectures threatened by demolition in Hong Kong.
These included such notable landmarks such as the Eu family mansions, the
Lai Chi Kok Amusement Park and the Hong Kong University's Loke Yew Hall.
It is the "interesting spaces” of these buildings interested her, she maintained.

Architectures are human attempts at logical planning of their living
environments. Wong Wo-bik does not restrict herself to straight forward
narrative descriptions of these spaces, and trains her lens to continuously
wander round their edges, transforming them into intriguing tableaux,
extending the limits of time and space, drifting between the real and the
imagined. To put these symbolically poignant images into three dimensionals
reconstructions as in this present show make them all the more intriguing.

Although Wong Wo-bik said that she encountered little difficulties in her
creative pursuits, sometimes obstacles are very much of an ideological
dimension and real challenges lie in breaking away from orthodoxy as much
as from mediocrity. Wong’s works are exemplary attempts of the opening up
of visions in both intellectual and psychological terms.
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